2010 – 2011 Match Reports

14.05.11: SSB U15s at RFUW National 7s Tournament
Having stayed at a local Premier Inn the previous night, the girls were energetic and keen for the tournament to start.
SSB were drawn into Pool 4 on a pitch subject to gale force winds...
SSB v Mowden Rockliff
Result: SSB 14 - 10 MR
Tries:Shannon Lovatt, Heather Clegg
Conv: Izzy Collis 2

SSB v Worcester
Result: SSB 15 - 22 W
Tries: Izzy Collis, Shannon Lovatt, Jessie Breach

SSB v Paviors
Result: SSB 34 - 0 P
Tries: Shannon Lovatt 3, Caitlin Flower 2, Hermione Caddick
Conv: Izzy Collis 2

South Sussex were then through to the Quarter Finals of the Cup competition.
Unfortunately SSB drew Reading who are a particularly strong team but despite several girls carrying injuries, SSB played one of their best games yet.
Result: SSB 5 - 19 R
Try: Caitlin Flower

All in all, this was a great experience for the girls who played magnificently throughout the tournament. In the end they were only knocked out of the cup competition by a team who went through to the final so they should be very proud of the way they played!

Parents and supporters were very proud of the girls - not only for the way they played but also for the team spirit shown by all.

U15 Nat 7s Squad:
Jessie Breach, Hermione Caddick, Heather Clegg, Sammy Clegg, Izzy Collis, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natalie Groome, Shannon Lovatt and Polly Roberts.
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01.05.11: U15s at Worthing 10s Tournament
Thankfully the weather this year for the Worthing 10s was glorious.
The pool SSB were drawn in looked quite daunting from the outset, with Paviors, Aylesford and Letchworth. Letchworth were a bit of an unknown quantity, but it is well known how powerful the Bulls are and Paviors were the national champions in 2010 season!
  
The first game was against Paviors with an exciting 12 – 5 victory for SSB.
 Next came a game against Letchworth. We tried a little squad rotation to ensure that all the girls got some game time and everyone who possibly could got a chance of a rest, though changes were made as the game went on. It all seemed fairly even at the beginning of the game, but Letchworth scored first. Izzy got a try, which she converted to make it 7 – all at the half-time break. In the second half SSB hit their stride and thanks to tries from Caitlin, Natalie, Jessie and another from Izzy we ended comfortable winners 29 – 7.  
Next came the final game of the first round pool – a chance to pit ourselves against Aylesford Bulls. We started quite well and held out against the Aylesford pressure for a couple of minutes before they scored a try – which we had made them work hard for. This was followed by another period of Aylesford possession – but they weren’t having it all their own way as SSB put pressure on them and forced the inevitable mistakes. After an unpenalised knock on, another Aylesford try followed. 
The second-half saw some great play from SSB, who put on some pressure of our own, but we were unable to breach their line. Aylesford were only able to score one more try in this period, so the game ended 24- 0.
SSB were through to the cup competition and their next game was v Aylesford again which due to lack of notice and therefore preparation, , this next game did not go well. Despite the plan of passing out to the fast backs, the ball was taken into contact repeatedly and Aylesford relished the chance to strip the ball off us and attack ruthlessly. 
Aylesford finished up 39 – 0 winners – but this didn’t reflect the effort and spirit that SSB put into this game.
  
SSB then had a well-deserved rest before the 5th game of the day against London Irish. Before this game there was a pep-talk from Jim and a proper, focused warm-up. All of this meant that SSB acquitted themselves extremely well against London Irish: some great rugby was played, the scrum had the beating of LI, there was some great defending and attacking – but Irish ran out winners 22-0. The score did not reflect how close the game felt and how well the girls had competed. SSB did themselves proud and were in no way outclassed.
  
The last game was against Welwyn who scored first but SSB got a try back to make it 5 – 5. Though SSB played well, Welwyn were next to score and the game ended 10 – 5 to them.
  
There were many, many high points for SSB during the day: beating Paviors in the first game was great revenge against a team who enjoyed an easy victory against us at last year’s festival; our scrummage driving back the London Irish pack, and winning several consecutive balls on their put-in; Natalie’s try – just reward for her fantastic support work all day long; Izzy’s quick-thinking try from the penalty; Caitlin leaping like a salmon at the line-out and then bursting through the Welwyn line to make a good 15 metres – not once, but twice… but my personal favourite moment of the whole day was Hermione’s cracking tackle on the big London Irish girl, who was expecting to brush her aside and run down the wing to score – and the massive grin on Hermione’s face which followed! Brilliant!
The progress the team has made since last year is phenomenal. Last year we lost all our games and were unable to complete some of the later fixtures – this year we effectively finished 4th out of 12.
Report: Chris Bourne 

Team: Vicky Bedford, Emily Bourne, Jessie Breach, Hermione Caddick, Heather Clegg (C), Sammy Clegg, 
Izzy Collis, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natalie Groome, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts (VC), Chloe Rome, Emily Tilley
01.05.11: U18s at Worthing 10s Tournament
SSB arrived at Worthing with only 9 players but were still enthusiastic about the day ahead! 
Drawn in pool E, SSB were to play London Irish and Ealing. Unfortunately both games in the pool stages were lost although Ealing only won by 2 points!! There were some strong performances with Leah on her debut setting up a try for Cassie, and Megan scoring a break away try, as well as Faye showing some impressive handling skills. 
Having lost the first two games SSB were keen to get a win behind them and faced Worthing next. The girls increased their intensity and didn't allow Worthing to attack and so got the win they deserved! 
The final game was against a well drilled Oakmedians side and although SSB battled on with; some strong tackles as well as break away try's from Cassie, both Harriet and Sharmella  playing on through injury, Jesse showing good commitment and stamina, unfortunately Oakmedians came out on top.
Over all SSB did themselves proud, working as a team and enjoying the day of rugby!!
Report: Phoebe Hurrell

Team: Ellie Bruzas, Harriet Dunn (V-C), Esteira Hiwaizi, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Leah Larcombe, Jesse Ottaway, Megan Rees, Sharmella Rumble.
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27.03.11: U15s v Worthing
For this closer game to home; SSB were able to field not just the regular team but also several other players.  This was a strong Worthing side who did not make it easy for SSB and for a while the score remained 0 – 0.  A determined piece of running from Polly saw her break through Worthing’s defence and score the first try.  As with most of SSB games this settled our nerves.

  

More strong play from Ashlie, Jordan, Natalie and Heather as with the previous game, enabled the ball to be passed out to the backs.  Shannon and Jess were again making some excellent runs and scored a hat trick of tries each.  Izzy’s unselfish play saw Lily score, with a further try added by Caitlin.

 At half time despite the shaky start, SSB were leading 39 – 0.  With unusually more players available the coaches changed the backs; SSB were less comfortable on the ball and Worthing started to dominate the second half.  A few missed tackles saw Worthing score down the wing.  The play was definitely now all in SSBs half.

Both Emily’s had excellent games, making their presence known at all times.  The team line up was changed and the regular players returned; SSB started to lift their game and were able to play a more attacking game.  The latter stage of the second half was won by SSB, with tries added to the first score.  Worthing were very strong opponents and at times made the game very difficult for SSB to break through.

Player of Match: Shannon Lovatt
Result: SSB 61 - 5 Wg
(Tries: Jessie Breach 3, Shannon Lovatt 3, Heather Clegg, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Caitlin Flower, Natalie Groome, Polly Roberts
Conv: Izzy Collis 3)

Team: Vicky Bedford, Emily Bourne, Jessie Breach, Loz Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Heather Clegg (C), Sammy Clegg, Izzy Collis, Issy Creed, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower. Natalie Groome, Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts (VC), Chloe Rome, Emily Tilley.
        
27.03.11: U18s v Worthing
match report to follow

Player of Match: Jesse Ottaway
Result: SSB 51 - 0 Wg
(Tries: Cassie Larcombe 3, Molly Byrne 2, Sharmella rumble 2, Sian Lewis, Megan Rees
Conv: Faye Kirby 2, Megan Rees )

Team: Molly Byrne, Harriet Dunn (VC), Charlotte Fenn, Esteira Hiwaizi, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Sian Lewis, Jesse Ottaway, Megan Rees and Sharmella Rumble
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20.03.11: U15s v Guildford & Camberley
The visit of Guildford on Sunday 27th March for a friendly, and the absence of some of the regulars gave us an opportunity to try some players in different positions - which was useful as we start to think about the make-up of the team next year when the older girls move up to join the U18s. We were also bolstered by the appearance of Katherine and Katie from John's group at Chichester who were both playing their first game of girl's rugby.

Guildford did not turn up with full numbers, but the aim was to start with an SSB team and lend them some players to ensure as many players as possible got as much game time as possible - and then to mix and match at half-time to even things up if necessary. 

In the first half we used the tactics which have served us so well all season ....getting the ball out wide to the wings as quickly as possible
By half-time it was 27 - 0 to SSB, though it had not been one-way traffic by any means, thanks to the spirited play of Guildford and our the SSB girls they had borrowed.

In the second half the teams were mixed - the second half was a much more even game, which the nominally SSB side won 12 - 10. 

So the overall result was 39 - 10. But the game was played in a good spirit throughout.

Report: Chris Bourne

Result: SSB 39 - 10 G & C
Team: Vicky Bedford, Emily Bourne, Loz Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Heather Clegg (C), Sammy Clegg, Issy Creed, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower.       
Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt, Chloe Rome, Emily Tilley. Katherine & Katy - Chichester RFC
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20.03.11: U15s v Guildford & Camberley
The visit of Guildford on Sunday 27th March for a friendly, and the absence of some of the regulars gave us an opportunity to try some players in different positions - which was useful as we start to think about the make-up of the team next year when the older girls move up to join the U18s. We were also bolstered by the appearance of Katherine and Katie from John's group at Chichester who were both playing their first game of girl's rugby.

Guildford did not turn up with full numbers, but the aim was to start with an SSB team and lend them some players to ensure as many players as possible got as much game time as possible - and then to mix and match at half-time to even things up if necessary. 

In the first half we used the tactics which have served us so well all season ....getting the ball out wide to the wings as quickly as possible
By half-time it was 27 - 0 to SSB, though it had not been one-way traffic by any means, thanks to the spirited play of Guildford and our the SSB girls they had borrowed.

In the second half the teams were mixed - the second half was a much more even game, which the nominally SSB side won 12 - 10. 

So the overall result was 39 - 10. But the game was played in a good spirit throughout.

Report: Chris Bourne

Result: SSB 39 - 10 G & C
Team: Vicky Bedford, Emily Bourne, Loz Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Heather Clegg (C), Sammy Clegg, Issy Creed, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower.       
13.03.11: U15s v Swanage & Wareham
Thank you to all the regular players who made the long trip for this crucial away fixture.  SSB still managed to field a strong team despite 3 players playing for the Divisional team on the same day.

  

The game started slowly with most of the play being in the centre of the park; it was only when SSB started to spread the ball to the backs that they were able to create space to open up the opposition.  SSBs forwards, Natalie, Ashlie and Jordan as always worked hard to secure the ball, and made some excellent tackles.

  

Excellent individual running from Shannon, Jess and Izzy saw each of them score scored several tries, with Polly adding to the score sheet as well.

  

Hermione was solid in her tackles and despite making some good straight runs along with Ashlie and Natalie, they were all unlucky not to add to the scoreline.

  

It was agreed the game would be played in shorter halves, but despite the reduced playing time SSB were far too strong for Swanage and Wareham.  It is a credit to Swanage who never gave up and continued to challenge our forwards in the rucks and mauls.

  

Shannon demonstrated what a lethal a finisher she is, not only outpacing the opposition but also having the vision to step inside to ensure she scored her 4 tries.  Izzy converted several of these.

Result: SSB 83 - 0 S&W
(Tries: Shannon Lovatt 5, Jessie Breach 4, Izzy Collis 3, Polly Roberts
Conv: Izzy Collis 9)

Team: Jessie Breach, Hermione Caddick, Izzy Collis, Ashlie Evans, Kirsten Flower. Natalie Groome, Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts (C)
06.03.11: U18s v Swanage & Wareham
match report to follow

Result: SSB 27 - 10 S&W
(Tries: Cassie Larcombe 2, Molly Byrne, Esteira Hiwaizi, Sharmella Rumble
Conv: Megan Rees)

Team:  Molly Byrne, Harriet Dunn (VC), Charlotte Fenn, Esteira Hiwaizi, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Jesse Ottaway, Megan Rees and Sharmella Rumble 

06.03.11: U18s v Oakmedians
match report to follow

Result: SSB 0 - 38 Oaks

Team:  Molly Byrne,  Harriet Dunn (VC), Charlotte Fenn, Esteira Hiwaizi, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Jesse Ottaway, Megan Rees and Sharmella Rumble
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13.02.11: U15s v Worthing
match report to follow

Player of the Match: Izzy Collis

Result: SSB 69 - 0 Wg
(Tries: Heather Clegg 2, Izzy Collis 2, Caitlin Flower 2, Jessie Breach, Sammy Clegg, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts,
Conv: Izzy Collis 7)

Team: Jessie Breach, Lauren Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Heather Clegg (C), Sammy Clegg, Izzy Collis, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natalie Groome, Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts (VC), and Emily Tilley 

13.02.11: U18s v Worthing
match report to follow

Player of the Match: Esteira Hiwaizi

Result: SSB 12 - 29 Wothing
(Tries: Molly Byrne 2
Conv: Megan Rees)

Team: Susie Barden, Molly Byrne (VC),  Harriet Dunn (C), Charlotte Fenn, Esteira Hiwaizi, Megan Rees, Sharmella Rumble,  
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06.02.11 U15s v Solent Sirens

From the strong start, it looked like this would be tough game; Solent Sirens were well drilled, kept their shape and were making it difficult for SSB to break them down. SSBs forwards were working hard to hold back Solent and SSB were fortunate to make some early runs through Sirens backs.  Both Caitlin and Shannon were able to make a lot of ground, but it was a breakaway try from Caitlin running over half the length of the pitch that started to settle SSBs nerves. The try was unconverted.This was followed by more powerful running from Shannon down the wing, which again helped SSB gain more territory.  A second breakaway try from Caitlin, converted by Izzy took the score to 12 – 0.  SSB were starting to look more relaxed and despite not dominating the game at this stage they were holding their own with Solent, who through committed play were now ‘camped’ near SSBs try line for several minutes.  Some powerful tackling from Izzy, Ashlee, Emily and Jordan kept the score unchanged.  There was also some excellent attacking play by Emily Tilley who kindly played for Solent; she was unlucky not to score on a couple of occasions, if it were not for a brilliant tackle by Hermione.  From another attack by Solent, the lose ball from a ruck was picked up by Polly and placed down.  The resulting scrum was won by SSB, Shannon chased the kick from Izzy, which finally took the play out of SSBs half!Another strong attack by Solent saw Hermione stop their forward running with ball, she then was able to pass the ball to Izzy who kicked, chased and caught the ball to run from SSBs half to score under the posts.  The try was unconverted. From the kick off Caitlin was able to run with the ball, she offloaded to Shannon to score yet another try from inside SSBs half.  The try was unconverted taking the score to 24 – 0 at half time. 

The second half started strongly with Emily and Natalie ripping the ball from Solent’s forwards; this was followed by a switch move between Izzy and Caitlin.  The resulting scrum from the lost ball was won by SSB; Polly gave quick ball to fly half Izzy who ran through, once again from SSBs half, to score under the posts.  Izzy also converted the try taking the score to 31 – 0.From the kick off SSB made more ground and continued to take the game to Solent, who were still making it difficult for SSB.  A strong run from Polly made more ground for SSB; a resulting scrum was won near Solent’s try line.  Polly picked up the ball and before being tackled passed to Shannon to score her second try (uncon). From the kick off Izzy picked up the ball and literally ran the length of the pitch to score (uncon).Another try from Caitlin took the score to 46 – 0, with a further try from Izzy.  Hermione from the kick off received the ball and outpaced several Solent players to score a great individual try.  Izzy converted, taking the score to 58 – 0, when Solent and SSB coaches agreed to call time on the game with 10 minutes to go. Whilst the result will see it was SSBs backs who scored the tries; credit as always must go to all SSB forwards who worked hard in the scrums, rucks and mauls to get the ball to the backs.  Ashlee was tackling everybody who ran at her!
Player of the Match: Izzy Collis
Report: Robin Roberts

Result: SSB 53 - 0 Solent Sirens
(Tries: Izzy Collis 4, Caitlin Flower 3, Shannon 2, Hermione Caddick,
Cons: Izzy Collis 4)

Team: Emily Bourne, Lauren Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Sammy Clegg, Izzy Collis, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natalie Groome, Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts (C), and Emily Tilley
06.02.11: U18s v Solent Sirens
 photo to follow
Well what can I say... on a rather windy day in Lewes the girls of SSB played the best match I have ever them play. It all started badly with Solent Sirens only being able to turn out with 5 players which meant we would automatically get the win. so with that we decided to lend them 2 of players so we could turn it into a league game and what a game it turned out to be. Solent started by kicking to us when shortly after ko we found ourselves over their try line Megan converted to make it 7-0 to the good guys (sorry Solent girls).
Both teams showed real gutsy play and great support work but it wasnt long before we had the ball and found ourselves scoring again. it was nice to see the 2 players we lent to Solent try really hard to beat down our defences but with no luck in the 1st half where SSB had most of the play and territory and were 4 tries to the good.
2nd half kicked off and again Solent made it really difficult for us at the break down which then saw a loose ball in the ruck gathered by a Solent player who quickly passed the ball to another solent player and with great support play found themselves scoring. Shortly after the ko we were close to their try line when Gemma who was playing for the opposition tried to make a breaking run to get out of Solents own half was bravely tackled by Star who by the looks of it nearly lost her head and a few teeth in the tackle...GREAT TACKLE by the way.
Solent did score a second in the end which was converted. SSB replied with more tries which saw the game finish 51-12.
Both teams played really well today, so well done to both...especially SSB.
Report: Darren Burstow

Everybody played well together, rucks were good due to support from the other players. The main things I thought were good was Sharmella's interception on our try line, she offloaded well which led to another try, Molly was brilliant, supported really well and did some excellent footwork to get through the defence for another try. Ellie B almost being tackled by the entire team but still managed to get through, then later in game came from nowhere and made a try saving tackle- the supporters loved it! Cassie had a great game as well, always looking for the off load. 

I really thought they did well and played quite a long game of 7's without tiring and letting their defence down, tackling all round was excellent and everyone worked really hard, credit to the girls who played for the opposition too as it's always hard playing against your own team but still did well. 
Comments: Dani Flower 

Player of the Match: Molly Byrne
Result: SSB 51 - 14 Solent Sirens

(Tries: Molly Byrne 3, Harriet Dunn 2, Esteira Hiwaizi (Star) 2, Cassie Larcombe, Lydia Price
Cons: Megan Rees 3)

Team: Susie Barden, Ellie Bruzas, Molly Byrne,  Harriet Dunn (VC), Esteira Hiwaizi, Cassie Larcombe (C), Lydia Price, Megan Rees, Sharmella Rumble, Gemma Morgan and Bethan Matten.
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30.01.11: SSB U15s v Oakmedians
( photo to follow)
This match was probably the closest and at times one of the tensest you will ever see.  A strong Oakmedians side made it a huge challenge for SSB to come away with their win. The match was played on a big and wide pitch, in a beautiful setting.  The pitch it was certain, would not allow any mistakes from either side otherwise these would be exploited by the opposition.  There were several missed tackles by SSB in the first few minutes, but Ashlie, Shannon, Izzy and Jess ensured that their cover tackles stopped anyone getting through to score.SSB were winning every scrum, which allowed Izzy to get the ball to Caitlin, Jess and Shannon who all made some good strong runs.  Caitlin was injured, which saw Sammy come on to replace her on the wing, who made some good inter-play with Jess.  SSB were slowly able to get into Oakmedians half and a penalty on the 5m line saw Izzy tap and go to run through to score; the try was unconverted keeping the score at 5 – 0.A strong run by Hermione through the middle saw her pushed and despite making good ground, she had to go off injured.  SSB continued to work hard to stop a strong Oakmedians team; a scrum with quick ball from Polly went through hands in the backs for Jess to run through and score. (unconverted)From the kick off Ashlee caught the ball and ran at their forwards; the lost ball was kicked by Izzy, but this saw Oakmeidans run at SSB.  A fantastic cover tackle by Jordan ensured that the ball went out of play.  The score remained 10 – 0 at half time. 

More cover tackles were required by Caitlin, Shannon and Jess to keep the score unchanged; however, a scrum saw brave Kirtsen who was playing as hooker go off injured and play was stopped for a while.  SSB then allowed Oakmedians to come back into the game with 2 tries in quick succession, luckily these were also unconverted so the score was 10 – 10.  It was Oakmedians who were now dominating the game, but again more excellent cover play, tackling, rucking and mauling by SSB ensured there was no further score from Oakmedians.  Izzy was ripping the ball at every opportunity as was Jordan.  With time ticking away it seemed the game would end in a draw; although SSB were determined to win, they attacked Oakmedians but were unable to break through.  Emily Tilley was taking crash ball, but Oakmedians were able to stop both her and Emily B breaking through.  Finally, with less than 5 minutes to go, SSB were getting nearer and nearer to Oakmendians try line.  Oakmedians appeared to switch off for a few seconds, which allowed quick thinking Lily to finish off her excellent game with the winning try. With seconds left on the clock, all SSB had to do was kick the ball into touch.  However, probably caught up in the excitement and passion of the game they kept trying to attack Oakmedians from the kick off.  The ball finally went out of play and SSB went away deserved winners against strong opposition.  The final score was 15 – 10 to SSB
Report: Robin Roberts

Result: SSB 15 - 10 Oakmedians
(Tries: Jessie Breach, Izzy Collis, Lily Dibb-Fuller)

Team: Emily Bourne, Jessie Breach, Lauren Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Sammy Clegg, Izzy Collis, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts (C), and Emily Tilley.

16.01.11: U18s v Ellingham & Ringwood
(photo to follow)
Dispite the one sided scoreline this was a very good match to watch, with the SSB girls playing a very physical game. The game plan was to keep possesion to deny the excellent E&R backs chances to run at us, unfortunately this only happened for 65% of the game.
 All started well but E&R got on the scoreboard after 7mins with a breakaway try shortly followed by another 2 minutes later. SSB then dug their heels in and seemed to have E&R contained as we threatened to look like scoring. E&R went over again for a try but again SSB battled back and had the best scoring chance denied them, only for E&R to pick up the loose ball and score from their line.
Half time 0-28
Again for 8 minutes into the second half SSB dominated possesion without success which then led to a 10 minute spell when they switched off in which E&R scored three tries. Battle then recomenced but what ever SSB tried they could not break through, only a lucky tackle on Ellie B denying them the score they deserved.
  

The referee and E&R coaches did all comment on the fact that the score did not in any way represent the game. Well played girls!
Please all make the effort to make training because you deserve better results for your efforts, the five weeks without a game did show in a few of you.
Player of the match: Faye Kirby
Report: Mick Kirby                                

Result: SSB 0 - 61 E&R

Team: Susie Barden, Ellie Bruzas, Molly Byrne, Holliday Champness-Brooks,  Charlotte Fenn, Esteira Hiwaizi, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Megan Rees, Sharmella Rumble, Gemma Morgan and Bethan Matten.
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16.01.11: U15s v Ellingham & Ringwood
Match report and photo to follow

Result: SSB 22 - 12 E&R
(Tries: Izzy Collis 2, Caitlin Flower 2
Con: Izzy Collis )

Team: Emily Bourne, Jessie Breach, Lauren Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Heather Clegg (C),  Izzy Collis, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natalie Groome, Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts (VC), Chloe Rome and Emily Tilley.
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31.10.10: U18s v Solent Sirens
 This game was a pleasure to watch, played in the true spirit of rugby, firm but fair.  
Unfortunately due to the Sirens lack of players a 7s game was necessary and took place at a reasonable pace. 
Ellie B opened the scoring with a close range try with Sirens scoring shortly afterwards, and with the conversion, they were leading. Was a bitter battle about to follow?
  In short, no - Sirens losing a player to injury reduced their numbers to 6, so Bea graciously went to play for them. 
SSB proceded to take charge; Cassie standing out with her strong running and speed, scored 3 tries. Molly ran the length of the pitch to score an impressive solo try and nearly duplicated it soon after but when tackled near to the line, Faye was there in support to finish it off. Megan and Faye shared kicking duties - Megan converting 3 and Faye 1. The Sirens battled as best they could but failed to make the try line. 
Full match time soon passed, being 7s, and afterwards it was decided to mix up and have a friendly. This produced some good moves from both sides with several tries.
 At the final whistle all the girls mixed and chatted and all left the field with smiling faces.
Good to see today, keep it up.
Report: Mick Kirby

Result: SSB 38 - 7 Solent Sirens
(Tries: Cassie Larcombe 3, Ellie Bruzas, Molly Byrne, Faye Kirby.
Conv: Megan Rees 3, Faye Kirby)

Team: Ellie Bruzas, Molly Byrne, Holliday Champness-Brooks,  Harriet Dunn (VC), Charlotte Fenn, Esteira Hiwaizi, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Megan Rees, Sharmella Rumble, Gemma Morgan and Bethan Matten.
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31.10.10: U15s v Solent Sirens
SSB travelled to play a well drilled and organised Solent Sirens side, who from the start made it very difficult for SSB to break down. There was some textbook tackling from both sides and despite SSB starting to play more in their half, it looked like the game would end with little between the teams. However, some good passing from SSB through their backs started to exploit some gaps; Shannon made a powerful run down the wing as did Lily on a few occasions. SSB decided to change their game plan and use the forwards more to crash the ball through the centre. Emily Bourne was on a mission to take the ball through very player that got in her way; she was unlucky not to score on a couple of occasions! Izzy was kicking well and with powerful sprints by Lily and Jess, SSB were nearly always first to the loose ball. The score remained 0 – 0; a SSB scrum near Solent S’s try line, allowed Polly to pick up the ball from the back of the scrum and step their players to score. The try was unconverted and the score was 5 – 0 to SSB. The try was a turning point for SSB and whilst their remained little between the teams, SSB started to become the stronger team and they looked more comfortable. SSBs shape was excellent in both the attacking and defensive play, indeed they were starting to play as if they had played together for years – it was good to watch! From the kick off Izzy ran with the ball and offloaded to Emily Bourne who again was little more than 1 metre away from scoring before being tackled. Hermione who was playing at full back made, as always, some thumping cover tackles ensuring the score remained in SSBs favour. Shannon later received the ball and made her trademark run down the wing to take the score to 10 – 0, the try was unconverted. Emily Tillie who was playing at No 8, gave SSB a distinct advantage in the lineout and is an excellent addition to the squad. 

In the second half, SSBs forwards continued to provide good ball for the backs to start running at Solent; Ashlie, Jordan and Heather were at times too strong for the opposition and came away with the ball at several rucks and mauls.  Although despite their dominance, SSB were less successful in the scrums and could not drive the opposition back. Natalie and Kirsten were introduced for SSB and Issy Creed played for Solent before later coming on for SSB. Kirsten as always was running around making some excellent tackles. Caitlin made some good runs through the centre of the park, but Solent were quick to close her down before she could offload the ball. It was from one of her run’s that SSB were awarded a penalty; quick thinking by Izzy saw her tap and go to score the next and final try of the game. The try was unconverted, the score was 15 – 0 to SSB. Strangely after this try SSB started to ‘panic’ with the ball and for a while allowed Solent Sirens to get back into the game; SSB re-focused and ensured that this did not affect the rest of the match! Ellie C replaced Emily Tillie and made an immediate impact upon the game. Sammy played on the wing replacing Shannon and was keen to get involved and came looking for the ball.  


In the final moments of the match, Kirsten was moved to scrum half to gain some experience and in a matter of seconds was injured – we wish her well.
Report: Robin Roberts

Result: SSB 15 - 0 Solent Sirens
(Tries: Izzy Collis, Shannon Loavtt and Polly Roberts)

Team: Emily Bourne, Jessie Breach, Lauren Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Heather Clegg (C), Sammy Clegg,  Izzy Collis, Issy Creed, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natalie Groome, Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt, Polly Roberts (VC) and Emily Tilley.
24.10.10:U18s v Oakmedians
(photos to follow)

Playing 10 a side with 8 forwards in your squad was always going to make for an interesting game which it did. The Oaks made a flying start scoring a try after only 5 minutes using the speed of their backs and wing. SSB settled down and made the game a forwards affair which soon paid off with Ellie  equalising and Megan converting.
 A solid team effort followed resulting in a try by Cass, again converted and another by Ellie B with Megan converting. Oaks managed another 1st half dash for the line, leaving a half time score of 21-10 to S.S.B.
 Oaks started the second half with a few fresh legs and with 2 quick tries the score was 21-20. Then came THE TRY, when Faye, smallest player on the field, gathered the ball on her own try line, ducked bobbed and weaved her way down field to over half way, then popped the ball out to Cass to complete and score, between the pair of them passing all 10 Oaks players.
To increase the blood preasure further Oaks scored another try but missed the kick. The final 5 minutes were nail biting but SSB held on to a well deserved and hard fought win.
WELL DONE ALL
Player of the match as picked by Oaks: Faye Kirby.
Report: Mick Kirby

Final Score: SSB 26 - 25 Oakmedians

(tries: Ellie Bruzas 2, Cassie Larcombe 2,
conv: Megan Rees 3)

Team: Ellie Bruzas, Molly Byrne, Harriet Dunn (VC), Charlotte Fenn, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Megan Rees, Sharmella Rumble, Molly Woodrup, Gemma Morgan and Bethan Matten

[image: image11.jpg]



24.10.10: U15s v Oakmedians
(photos to follow)
This was a game that SSB were determined to win!  It was also another excellent team performance and the lessons learnt from the last league game were brought into the game plan. 

SSB dominated the scrums, as well as the tackles.  It was from an early scrum that Ashlie was able to offload the ball to Caitlin who made a powerful run down the wing, before being tackled.  This was also followed by some brilliant first time tackling from Jordan, Jess and Heather.  The forwards were giving a good platform for the backs to work upon. It was this determination that saw Jess score near the posts, following a flowing move through the backs, which Jess finished off by running through a gap in Oakmedians centres; the unconverted try saw the score remain 5 – 0.Literally from the kick off Shannon received the ball, stepped a few players to score an excellent individual try under the posts.  The unconverted try saw the score 10 – 0 to SSB.  Once again, SSB centres Jess and Izzy were ripping the ball at every opportunity, with strong support play from Natalie.  At this stage SSB decided to use Emily to gain some ground and take several crash balls. Despite winning most scrums, SSB lost a scrum near Oakmedians try line, but a good tackle by Caitlin saw the ball run loose.  A quick pick up by Polly who ran towards the line, to offload the ball to Caitlin in the tackle for her to score.  The unconverted try saw the score 15 – 0. 

In the second half, Hermoine and Kirsten were making their presence felt; a knock on from Oakmeadians allowed Izzy to tap and go to score the next SSB try.  This was converted by Izzy taking the score to 22 – 0.  From the kick off Natalie picked up the ball and ran taking the play once again into Oakmedians half.  As SSB were now camped in the Oakmedians half, there was unlike the previous match, too much white line fever with everyone trying to score.  Polly and Caitlin combined well off the scrum for Caitlin to score her second and the final try of the game, the try was unconverted 27 – 0.  From the kick off Polly caught the ball and made an excellent individual run, before being tackled.  Lauren made a good run with ball. Once again, Emily was gaining more possession and taking crash ball.  In the final stages of the game, the coaches were comfortable to give SSBs newer and younger players some experience in key roles.
Report: Robin Roberts

Final Score: SSB 27 - 0 Oakmedians

(Tries: Caitlin Flower 2, Jessie Breach, Izzy Collis, Shannon Lovatt
Conv: Izzy Collis)

Team: Emily Bourne, Jessie Breach, Lauren Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Heather Clegg (C), Izzy Collis, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natalie Groome, Jordan Hopkins, Shannon Lovatt and Polly Roberts (VC) 
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10.10.10: U18s v Ellingham & Ringwood
Playing the national 7s champions was never going to be easy, compounded with the problem of only having a squad of 10 girls against a squad of 16 with rolling subs, plus a 2hour journey to Ringwood. 
  The girls showed their maturity and stamina by keeping their tempers[just] down and their heads up, covering a lot of ground against an ever changing E&R side, whose 7s experience and expertise showed through.
  Although S.S.B won the vast majority of scrums, they were unable to break through E&Rs line.Put this game down to experience girls and lets get them on our own ground.
To me, the "incident" just before their last try should be reported as unsportsman like and dangerous play, so it was good to see it did not get a visible reaction from our girls. Treated with the contempt it deserved.
Brave effort girls.
Match report: Mick Kirby

Result: SSB 0 - 74 E&R

Team: Molly Byrne, Holliday Champness-Brooks, Harriet Dunn (VC), Charlotte Fenn, Esteira Hiwaizi, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Sian Lewis, Kristy Papworth, and Megan Ree
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10.10.10: U15s v Ellingham & Ringwood
In summary, SSB simply lost this game in the first 55 seconds – perhaps it was the sunny October weather that made SSB too relaxed!  From the kick off Ellingham and Ringwood (E&R) were allowed to score an easy try by running the ball through their backs to score in the corner.  The converted try took the score to 7 – 0 (55 seconds).
 However, after the try was scored, SSB decided to switch on and play rugby!  SSB went on to dominate the first half of a game that they could and possibly should have won?  Whilst it is still very early in the season, SSB have a team of players who compliment one another, with their passing and movement.  The team and game was a delight to watch. SSB won two early scrums; the second saw Polly pick up the ball and run at E&R, with support play provided by Izzy who was playing at No 10.  Excellent tackles by Ashlie, Emily and Minty ensured SSB continued to command the match.  A strong and powerful run through the centre by Minty unfortunately ended her game in injury (we wish her well).  Kirsten Flower replaced her and made an immediate impact. The next scrum saw Izzy receive the ball and run strongly forward, she offloaded the ball to Caitlin who made a quick sprint down the wing gaining more ground, before being tackled into touch.  SSB continued to play the game in E&R half; another scrum was awarded in the corner – Polly picked up the ball and dived over the line to score (16 minutes).  The try was unconverted taking the score to 7 – 5. SSB forwards were tackling and mauling to ensure that SSB remained in the game; Heather, Jordan, Hermoine made some thumping tackles, with Izzy ripping the ball at every opportunity!  Near the end of the first half a quick penalty taken by Izzy, saw her pass to Shannon who got very close to scoring.  Darting runs by SSB backs Lily and Caitlin kept E&R on the back foot until half time, where the score remained 7 – 5. 

The second half saw the introduction of Chloe and Sammy; Chloe made an immediate impact on the game with several first time tackles in the centre.  Heather who was injured was replaced by Natty; there remained little between the teams at this point, until a second lapse of concentration coupled with a few missed tackles allowed E&R to score a second but unconverted try – the score was 12 – 7 (first half + 9 minutes). As with the first game of the season, Hermoine and Lily made tackle after tackle, which ensured E&R could not break the SSB defensive line. The final score was 12 – 5, but could have been so different.  

An important lesson was surely learnt for the team, who must ensure they are switched on from the start.  Another observation and one that is hard to write, at times SSB backs were perhaps too unselfish in their passing – they played rugby as it should be played as a team; but a few crash balls running through the middle may have made all the difference.  If they can make their play adaptive, they have no team to fear! 

Report: Robin Roberts

Final Score: SSB 5 - 12 E&R
(Try: Polly Roberts)

Team: Emily Bourne, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Heather Clegg (C), Sammy Clegg, Izzy Collis, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natty Hilton, Jordan Hopkins, Mirinda Kidman, Shannon Lovatt, Esme Newton, Polly Roberts (VC) and Chloe Rome.

26.09.10: U18s friendly v Worthing
(photos)
A practice/friendly game that was a pleasure to watch, played in the spirit of the game by both sides. Worthing came out battling and twice had the lead in the first 20 minutes. The 10 SSB girls upped their game and slowly took hold, they played as a team and on the whole looked very positive.
  A very pleasant start to the season, keep it up!
Match report: Mick Kirby

A positive start to the season, with the girls showing a good progression in skills and much better attention  in the breakdown area. Excellent defence out wide stopped Worthing using pace. The pack dominated the scrum area and our overall fitness showed in the last quarter were we scored some good break away tries. It was nice to see the ball through the hands and I'm looking forward to seeing more during the season. 
Fantastic job ladies!
 Match report: Tamsy

Final score: SSB 27 - 12 Worthing                          
(Tries: Cassie Larcombe 2, Molly Byrne, Esteira Hiwaizi, Charlotte Fenn.
Conv: Megan Rees)

Team: Susie Barden, Molly byrne, Holliday Champness-Brooks, Harriet Dunn (VC), Charlotte Fenn, Esteira Hiwaizi, Faye Kirby, Cassie Larcombe (C), Megan Rees and Sharmella Rumble.
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26.09.10: U15s friendly v Worthing
It was good to see the new season getting off to a flying start, with this friendly against Worthing.  There were several new faces as well as plenty of familiar ones.This match was complete team performance, which as the first match of a new season was excellent.  Well done to the whole team who contributed collectively to produce the final result. 

The game started strongly, with both sides evenly matched.  As always there was strong and determined running by SSB, with Caitlin and Jordan breaking through tackles to gain ground for SSB.  The new centre pairing of Izzy and Lily played together as if they had done for years, let alone this being their first match together and for the club!  Both were tackling superbly, making it very difficult for Worthing to break the SSB defence.  Izzy continued to rip the ball at every opportunity and despite the strong play by SSB, it was Worthing who nearly scored first, however Heather was able to hold up the try.SSB forwards Esme, Zoe, Lauren, Heather, Ashlie and Jordan were more than equal to the Worthing pack; from a resulting scrum Polly was able to get the ball to Izzy who offloaded to Caitlin who ran almost the length of the pitch to score within the first 20 minutes.  The conversion hit the post and the score remained 5 – 0 for the first quarter. In the second quarter, after a good kick by Izzy, followed up by Issy Creed who chased and picked up the ball to offload to Ashlie who made further ground.  A penalty was awarded to SSB and Polly kicked the ball into touch.  From the lineout there were unusually several missed tackles by SSB, but Lily made an excellent cover tackle.  Kirsten had a solid quarter as hooker in her first U15 game.  A superb switch move between Polly, Izzy and Lily ensured the play remained with SSB; there was no score in this quarter. 

In the third quarter, Hermione made several brilliant try stopping tackles, supported by Minty who was tackling strongly.  From an interception, the ball was offloaded to Caitlin who ran down the wing to score, taking the score 10 – 0 to SSB.  The conversion was made by Izzy, making it 12 - 0.  . From the kick off, SSB started to relax more and spread the ball out to the backs, to exploit the space on the wings.  Emily made a strong run and offloaded to Heather who made a determined and focussed run down the wing to score.  The try was unconverted taking the score to 17 – 0. In the final quarter, the game would not be complete without a darting run from Shannon, who stepped several players to score her try; taking the score to 22 – 0.  The try was converted taking the score was 24 – 0.  Sammy also playing her first U15 game for SSB on the wing, made a good run. Another run from Shannon and Emily took the ball towards the try line; Izzy scored a well deserved try.  The try was unconverted, the score was 29 – 0. Worthing now got the ball in SSBs half and their player of the match charged over the line to take the score to 29 – 5.  From the kick off a run by Sammy, supported by Heather took the ball to the 5 metre line.  The resulting scrum saw Polly pick up and run towards the line, she offloaded the ball from the tackle to Izzy to score again.
Report: Robin Roberts

Final Score: SSB 34 - 5 Worthing        
(Tries: Izzy Collis 2, Caitlin Flower 2, Heather Clegg, Shannon Lovatt.
Conv: Izzy Collis 2)             

Team: Zoe boot-Handford, Emily Bourne, Lauren Burstow, Hermione Caddick, Ellie Catherall, Heather Clegg (C), Sammy Clegg, Izzy Collis, Lily Dibb-Fuller, Ashlie Evans, Caitlin Flower, Kirsten Flower, Natalie Groome, Natty Hilton, Jordan Hopkins, Mirinda Kidman, Shannon Lovatt, Josie Millard, Esme Newton and Polly Roberts (VC
