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26.04.09: H3/SSB U18s v Chobham
WIN NUMBER FOUR FOR U18 GIRLS
It was four in a row for the SS/H3 U18 girls when they met Chobham at Brighton on Sunday. 
SS/H3 made a faltering start and a string of handling errors gave the Surrey side the upper hand in the opening 15 minutes. The visitors took full advantage of mistakes and used their very fast wing to good effect to take a 10-0 lead. With several SS/H3 players returning from a break in playing they needed the second quarter to get into their stride and regain their confidence. The scrum worked extremely hard to keep the bigger Chobham pack in check and work done in training paid dividends at the lineout. Two tries from Nina Crowther and a conversion by Molly Byrne got them back on track and as the game progressed and the errors reduced they began to match the steady scoring by the visitors. Into the second half SS/H3 began to dominate with 75% of play in the Chobham half. Yas Eager, Katie Bauer and Babs Cook added to the try tally and excellent kicking by Katie and Molly helped to keep them in contention. In the final five minutes the SS/H3 side made their trademark late push to earn a well deserved 50-41 victory.
The home side showed their depth and breadth of skill by also winning the post-match chocolate eating and drinking game. (Report: Bridget Baker)
Result: H3/SSB 50 - 41 Chobham
 
(Tries: Nina Crowther 4, Katie Baurer 2, Yasmin Eager, Barbara Cook
Conversions: Katie Baurer 3, Molly Byrne 2) [image: Edit Text]
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26.04.09: SSB U15s v Ellingham & Wimbourne
After a very successful day at the Sunshine 7s the Barbarians faced league leaders Ellingham and Wimbourne on the Sunday. For the first time in the season SSB had an abundance of players available, whereas E&W were only able to field 9 players so the SSB team loaned them 3 players to play an 11 a-side game with 1 substitute; Martha Gosney, Heather Clegg and Maia Wade-Davies, one regional and one county player. 
From the outset it was evident that this would be a very competitive game with both teams showing some excellent skills and strong tackling. It wasn’t long however before Ellie Ambridge picked up the ball on the right and made an incisive run through the E&W defence to score the first try of the game for SSB. The game continued in much the same vein, until the E&W scrum half received the ball after a breakdown at the half way line and outran the SSB defence to score unhindered to even up the points. The second SSB try of the game came from an Ellie Ambridge run into the E&W half and following the tackle, good follow up running by Verity Price, allowed her to pick up the ball and take it over the line to score the final try of the half. 
E&W came back strongly in the second half and both teams were very evenly matched, with few chances falling to either side. However following an SSB scrum on the halfway line, the ball came out to full back Susie Barden, who took it on the run, dodged through the E&W defence to score a brilliant individual try to make the final score 15:5. Although there were some great individual displays in this game, it was the superb all round team effort to inflict the first defeat of the season on the E&W team that will be remembered. Well done to everyone and especial thanks to those girls that played so valiantly for E&W.
Result: South Sussex 15 - 5 Ellingham and Wimbourne  
(Tries: Ellie Ambridge, Verity Price, Susie Barden)
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25.04.09: U15s at Sunshine 7s
SUNSHINE 7s
For the third year running South Sussex entered the East Grinstead Sunshine 7’s. In contrast to previous years, there were only 3 girls’ teams entered, ourselves, our old adversaries H3 and Central Weald and as a result we played each team twice. The competition started with our first game against H3. The game started with both teams playing well and competing fiercely for the ball before Ellie Ambridge ran in the first try of the game to give SSB the lead. However it soon became evident that SSB were attempting to play using the normal 12 girl formation with forwards and backs, leaving large gaps in the SSB line that H3 exploited by running in two tries before half time to take the lead. The game continued in much the same vein during the second half, with SSB no match for the strong running of H3 who went on to score a three further tries. SSB never gave up and the game was much more close than the score would suggest, particularly when a great run by Cassie Larcombe ended with her being tackled metres out from the line, only for her to offload the ball to Rachel Titheradge, who went on to score the second try for SSB. Conversions took place at the end of the game, with Faye Kirby converting both tries and H3 converting four of theirs. Final score SSB 14 H3 33
The second game was against Central Weald, By this time SSB had sorted out their lines of defence and were eager to make up for the first defeat. Central Weald were no match for the SSB seven in any department and Cassie Larcombe, ran in the first try within a matter of minutes, with Ellie Ambridge scoring the second before half time. In the second half, Rachel Titheradge scored the third and final try of the game, with Faye Kirby converting 2 of these to give a final score of SSB 19: Central Weald 0.
The second game against H3 was a torrid affair, with end to end play, crunching tackles and great support play from both teams. It was a very even affair with both teams competing equally and could well have been won by either side. In the dying minutes of the game, Sharmella Rumble broke through the H3 defence and crossed the line, only for the ball to be held up over the line. From the start of play the ball slipped out to H3 winger and with a great individual run she broke through to score in the dying seconds of the game. This was a great game from both teams and an excellent display of rugby all round. After a successful conversion H3 ran out winners H3 7: SSB 0.
The final game of the day was against Central Weald again. Having been spurred on by their near success against H3, the South Sussex team played with great confidence and aggression against the East Grinstead team. Five tries in the first half (2 from Cassie Larcombe and Ellie Ambridge and 1 from Lou Trevis) gave a 25:0 half time lead. Central Weald fought back valiantly in the second half, and put the SSB under pressure, although this was countered by two further tries by Cassie Larcombe and Ellie Ambridge. Faye Kirby and Ellie Ambridge took the conversions and added a further 10 points to result in a final score of SSB 45: Central Weald 0.
Overall this was a great days rugby for SSB, the entire team performing brilliantly and with belief in their ability. It was to their credit that they left the proud winners of the plate competition.
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19.04.09: SSB/H3 U18s v Croydon
THREE IN A ROW FOR SS/H3 GIRLS
On Sunday 19th April, South Sussex/H3 U18 girls made the trip to West Wickham for a game against Croydon in the Surrey league.
On hard ground, in unseasonably hot weather and with coaches agreeing to play a full 80 minutes, it was always going to be a tough test for both sides.
SS/H3 dominated the first quarter by making excellent use of their speed and strength, with tries from both the backs and forwards. Croydon picked up their pace up to half time and were quick to capitalise on any loose ball and winning 99% of lineouts. By the mid-point the SS/H3 lead had been narrowed to 16 points. 
Croydon continued to pressure at the restart and both sides continued to add to the score sheet. As the game progressed the conditions began to take their toll and decisive tackling and renewed determination to win the ball at rucks and mauls by the visitors prevented Croydon from making further progress. The game finished for SS/H3 as it had started, with sharp passing, improved handling and great communication bringing them a well-deserved 72-39 victory. ( Report: Bridget Baker)
Result: SSB/H3 72 - 39 Croydon
(Points scorers: Nina Crowther, Katie Bauer, Molly Byrne, Yas Eager, Babs Cook.)
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05.04.09: H3/SSB U18s v Gravesend
Girls Get the Upper Hand at Gravesend
Two victories in two weeks have certainly raised the spirits of the South Sussex / H3 U18 girls team.  Travelling to Gravesend on Sunday with a depleted squad of seven and having been narrowly beaten in the corresponding fixture in October, the girls were facing a tough test. 
The toughest test was of their fitness; playing four, fifteen minute quarters of seven-a-side, on an undulating pitch in unseasonably warm weather.  
SS/H3 took an early lead, with fast breaks through the Gravesend defence.  Accurate kicking by Katie Baurer and Molly Byrne gave them a convincing 7-26 lead at the first break.  
In the second quarter Gravesend fought back with good rucking and strong forward play to keep the ball away from the oppositions fast runners. This prevented the visitors from adding to their score and with the advantage of the downhill slope the home side took a half-time lead of 31-26.  
South Sussex/H3 regained their breath and replied instantly with two quick tries and a conversion to grab back the lead. With scores level at 43-43 there was all to play for in the last quarter and with some furious defending by the Sussex girls, holding up the ball three times on the try line to deny the Kent side a score, the scores continued to be matched right to the last seven minutes when the home side began to build a lead. With two and a half minutes of play remaining the result looked settled but South Sussex/H3 refused to give in and scored two magnificent tries in the dying moments of the game to seal a very well-deserved 62-67 victory. 
Points scorers for SS/H3 were Katie Baurer, Nina Crowther, Molly Byrne, and Steph Walters. 
Yas Eager was chosen as player of the match by the Gravesend coaches and sealed a winning afternoon with victory in the post match drinking and eating contest. 
This was a very spirited performance from a young side in their first season of U18 rugby and should give them an enormous confidence boost for their visit to Croydon in two weeks time.
Report - Bridget Baker
 
Result: H3/SSB 67 - 62 Gravesend
 
(Tries: Katie Baurer 6, Nina Crowther 2, Steph Walter 2, Molly Byrne
Conversions: Molly Byrne 4, Katie Baurer 2 ) [image: Edit Text]
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05.04.09 SSB U15s v Beckenham
For the second week running numerous girls were unavailable and SSB travelled up to Kent with only 10 players to play against a strong Beckenham side.  With no scrum half we were fortunate to have the loan of two Beckenham players, including their substitute scrum half, Izzy, so that we could play a 12-a-side game.  Within minutes of the start, Cassie made a great individual run through the Beckenham defence, only to be tackled yards from the line.  However great support play by Ellie A, allowed Cassie to offload the ball from the tackle for Ellie  to run it over the line to score.  This was ably converted by Faye.  However it didn’t take long for Beckenham to break through the SSB defence to even the number of tries, despite some ferocious tackling by Ellie A. SSB competed well in the centre of the field, although it was evident that we failed to realign sufficiently quickly after breakdowns and failed to get low enough in the rucks and mauls, so that Beckenham often came away with the ball and it required forceful tackling to prevent them breaking through.  Some strong individual runs were rewarded by Sharmella receiving the ball in the oppositions 22 and powering her way through the Beckenham defence with several players hanging on her shirt to place the ball over the line and score the second SSB try of the day.  Beckenham then countered with a second try but failed to convert it. The third SSB try followed an individual run by Faye into the heart of the Beckenham defence followed by some determined mauling on the Beckenham try line with, with Lotte touching the ball down under the posts. Once again Faye converted this to make the score 19:10 as we went into the half time break. 
Play was very even during the second half with both teams competing fiercely for the ball in and end to end game before Beckenham came back with a good individual run down the left to score their third try of the game.  Minutes from the end saw Sharmella making another determined onslaught on the Beckenham defence with the forwards driving her on towards the try line.  She crossed the try line under the posts, only for the ball to be held up by the Beckenham defender.  Beckenham won the ball from the ensuing scrum and took advantage of the gap left by Susie who had left the field injured to score the final try and conversion of the game in the dying seconds to win 22:19.  
Despite losing after having a good lead at half time, this was an excellent team performance, with everyone giving their all, tackling and making incisive runs, particularly in the second half when we under pressure.  We look forward to having a full squad again for the next match. 
Many thanks to the Beckenham girls that played for us, particularly Izzy, who had a stirling game as scrum half against her team mates.
 
Result: SSB 19 - 22 Beckenham
 
(Tries: Elli Ambridge, Sharmella Rumble, Lotte Peters. 
Conversions: Faye Kirby 2.)
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29.03.09 H3/SSB U18s v Folkestone
WELL-DESERVED VICTORY FOR RUGBY GIRLS
The U18 girls rugby team from South Sussex Barbarians and H3 made an impressive return to league rugby on Sunday after a long break while players represented both Sussex and the South East Region.  Their opponents at Hellingly on Sunday were the Folkestone Fillies who promised to be tough competition, but on the day the home side proved stronger in all areas of play, better organised as a team and more able to play fast entertaining rugby. 
Their first season in the U18 age group has not been easy for the young side but they put early season defeats behind them and came out determined to play their best rugby of the season so far.  
From the start the forwards proved that size does not matter and put constant pressure on Folkestone whenever they gained possession.  The backs reciprocated by playing a fast and accurate passing game, spreading the ball the width of the pitch to stretch the Folkestone defence. South Sussex/H3 Barbarians had the lion share possession throughout the game but when they did have to defend they refused to give Folkestone either the time or the space to string any moves together. As the score mounted the SS/H3 girls gained even more confidence especially at the lineout, ruck and maul when they secured plenty of turnovers. Most importantly it was a great team performance. The final score of 65-19 will give the team a huge boost as they head into seven weeks of intensive rugby.
Report - Bridget Baker
 
Result: H3/SSB 65 - 19 Folkestone
 
(Tries: Nina Crowther 5, Katie Baurer 2, Barbara Cook, Molly Byrne, Laura Baker, Steph Walter.
Conversions: Katie Baurer 3, Molly Byrne 2) [image: Edit Text]
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29.03.09 SSB U15s v London Irish
After a long break without a league game due to the weather and regional training/ games, South Sussex hosted London Irish with their impressive array of Regional and county players.  Due to the absence of two of our Regional squad and a number of County players, we could only field 11 players and as a result we agreed to play with six forwards and five backs, which in retrospect was a great mistake.  
From the outset it was evident that South Sussex were facing an uphill battle and lacked match fitness, with only the two regional players, Ellie A and Rachel, being able to match the pace of the London Irish side and get in the tackles and cover the breakdowns.  With the shortage of backs and two of the most effective ones being drawn into the rucks and mauls, it meant that South Sussex lacked cover and shape at the back. They were constantly vulnerable to the wide runs of the opposition who took full advantage of the space, running in try after try with insufficient tackles being made.   
Despite losing heavily, to their credit the South Sussex girls never lost heart and actually became stronger and more aggressive as the game went on, such that towards the end both the forwards and backs were showing much more hunger and competing more effectively for the ball.  
After such a long break this was a difficult introduction back into the game, however it provided a good starting point to build upon for the forthcoming games of the season.

Result: South Sussex 0 - 50 London Irish
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01.03.09 H3/SSB U18 v Worthing
A lack of match play due to regional rugby was very evident when SSB/H3 U18’s met Worthing on Sunday 1st March.  For many of the girls it was their first competitive game since the end of November and it took them the first half to get back into playing mode.  Worthing dominated the first half and despite valiant work by Molly Byrne at scrum half and Katie Baurer at fly half, led 41-0 at the break.  In the second half SSB/H3 played with greater confidence, challenging for every ball and tackling as if they meant it.  The forwards were more organised and showed they can be a strong and effective unit, while the backs picked up the pace and passed the ball quickly to stretch the Worthing defence.  They were rewarded with two excellent tries from Olivia Davies and Katie Baurer.  By the end of the game the girls were beginning to gel again as a team showing the perseverance and spirit that will make them tough opponents for any team when regular rugby resumes at the end of March.
 
Result:H3/South Sussex 10 - 74 Worthing
 
(Tries: Olivia Davies, Katie Baurer ) [image: Edit Text]
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01.02.09: U15s SSB/H3 v Worthing
In the freezing cold and heavy snow SSB and H3 took on Worthing for a friendly match. Due to losses to the Regional squad, SSB and H3 pooled resources to give the girls not involved with Region a game, managing to field 8 SSB and 2 H3 players.
Although the weather made the team work harder they still triumphed with a score of 75-0 with 10 successful conversions from Faye Kirby. 
The girls started by receiving the ball which was neatly picked up and ran through the middle with temporary scrumhalf - Liz Roe scoring the 1st try of the match right between the posts. The scores racked up with the girls taking 6 tries in the 1st half from Liz (3), Lydia Price (2) and Faye Kirby. In the second half a blizzard ensued, but that didn’t deter the girls with Lydia Price, Beth Joslin (H3), Lotte Peters, Harriet Dunn and Heather Clegg all scoring. 
The front row played fantastically winning all but one of the scrums, allowing the backs to run the tries. Support play was great as each run was supported by 2 or 3 girls, meaning it was easy to get the ball out if one of the Worthing players made a tackle. On a whole, the match was brilliant with neither side failing to commit even when the blizzard and freezing temperatures made it hard to play. Although there were some very good individual scores this match really showed great team work from everybody.
 A special thanks to Lotte Peters and Sam Graham (H3) who volunteered to play a half each for Worthing as they were a player down. 
Report by Liz Roe
 
Player of the match voted for by Worthing was Liz Roe
 
Result: South Sussex/H3 75 - 0 Worthing

(Tries: Liz Roe 3, Lydia Price 3, Faye Kirby, Beth Joslin (H3), Lotte Peters, Harriet Dunn and Heather Clegg
Conversions: 10 Faye Kirby) [image: Edit Text]
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18.01.09: U15s - SSB v Guildford
After a prolonged Christmas break due to the weather and Regional trials, the South Sussex girls travelled to Guildford for their first game of the New Year.  
Guildford kicked off and were immediately pressed by the Barbarians with Cassie Larcombe making a strong individual run to score the first try between the posts within the first few minutes, which was ably converted by Faye Kirby.  The Guildford girls fought back strongly in the centre of the field and showed good tackling skills but were again pressed back into their own 22 when Heather Clegg picked up a loose ball from the ruck and sprinted for the line to score the second try of the game.  The game continued very much in this vein with the majority of play in the Guildford half and the Guildford girls defending valiantly.  A good interchange between Rachel Titheradge and number 8 Cassie Larcombe, led to Cassie powering through the Guildford defence to score her second try of the game.  The fourth try of the game was scored by newcomer to the Barbarians, Ellie Ambridge.  She received the ball in the South Sussex half and sprinted along the flanks outrunning the chasing defenders to score a great solo try.  The final try of the half came on the verge of half time, when full back, Susie Barden, picked up the ball in her own half, ran through the heart of the defence before off-loading in the tackle to winger Liz Roe who raced to the Guildford try line with several defenders in hot pursuit.  
Despite being 27:0 down, the Guildford girls never lost heart and came back strong in the second half but were unable to break through the Barbarian’s defence.  A scrum to the South Sussex side on the half way line led to the sixth try of the game.  Scrum half Rachel Titheradge picked up the ball at the back of the scrum and ran down the blind side, fending off four Guildford players before scoring another great individual try for the Barbarians.  Another fine solo run by Ellie Ambridge led to her second try of the game and the South Sussex sides seventh. The final try was scored by winger Martha Gosney.  She received a pass from the scrum half, sped across the pitch and down along the opposite line leaving the Guildford girls in her wake before sweeping around to score between the posts.
 Although there were some great individual tries, this was a real team effort with everyone playing their part, forwards and backs alike.  We competed well in the rucks and mauls and the support play was excellent. The score did not reflect the overall quality of the game, nor the quality of the opposition as all the coaches and spectators would attest to. A great start to the New Year for the Barbarians.
(For more photos see the Gallery)

Result: South Sussex 42 - 0 Guildford
 
(Tries: Cassie Larcombe 2, Ellie Ambridge 2, Heather Clegg, Rachel Titheradge, Liz Roe and Martha Gosney. Conversion: Faye Kirby). [image: Edit Text]
23.11.08: U15s - SSB v Aylesford & Tonbridge Juddians
After a week of heavy rain a depleted South Sussex team took on a physically larger and more aggressive Aylesford and Tonbridge side on a pitch which bordered on being unplayable with pools of standing water and mud.  From the outset Aylesford and Tonbridge pressed South Sussex and it was difficult for the home side to get out of their own half, with Aylesford and Tonbridge winning most of the loose balls and overpowering the South Sussex scrum.  Despite heroic defending and tackling by the  South Sussex defence, as the game progressed it became evident that the conditions were taking a heavy toll on the forwards and they became increasingly unable to arrive at the rucks and mauls in time, such that Aylesford and Tonbridge controlled much of the game, running in 3 tries with two conversions.  On occasions when South Sussex did get out of their half, there was a lack of the support the players have come to enjoy in previous games and the runners frequently became isolated before the ball was turned over.  Despite this, it is to their credit that the South Sussex girls showed great spirit and continued to battle until the final whistle.
Result: South Sussex 0  - 19 Aylesford and Tonbridge [image: Edit Text]
23.11.08: U18s - SSB/H3 v Aylesford & Tonbridge Juddians
This week they faced Tonbridge and Aylesford and showed they had learned lessons from the Welwyn defeat. They fought for every loose ball and were better at retaining possession when going into contact.  Commitment to the tackle was not in doubt when in defence and the forwards showed excellent pace in getting to the breakdowns. The lead changed hands several times throughout the game, with the Kent-based side only getting the upper hand when they gained a player advantage following an injury to an H3 forward. Point scorers for H3/South Sussex were Nina Crowther and Katie Bauer but the highlight of the game was the try scored by player of the match, Becky Joslin, the newest recruit to the team.
Result: SSB/H3 22- 42 Aylesford & Tonbridge Juddians
 
(Tries:  Nina Crowther 2, Katie Baurer , Becky Joslin. Conversion: Katie Baurer)
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16.11.08: U15- SSB v Mitcham
The game kicked off well with all the South Sussex players turned on and ready to face a bigger but less experienced Mitcham side. The pre match nerves were hastily brushed aside as the first try was quickly run in by Cassie giving us a 5-0 head start. Mitcham then fought hard to regain possession of the ball and even out the scores, however a speculative grubber kick and follow through from Faye bought home the second try, followed by the first of her many brilliant conversions. The third try of the game came after a series of quick passes down the line then good support work by our blindside winger Martha, who popped it up from the tackle for Rachel to run the ball over the line yet again. Ellie Woolcott, our “little” winger, scored our next try after determined running up the wing with Faye and Susie in strong support.  A few offsides, a few knock ons and a lot of high tackles later we finally got the penalty we deserved. Mitcham were taken off guard by our quick penalty allowing Rachel to run through and score unopposed. Another great solo run by Martha was again rewarded her second try with two rather scary Mitcham girls on trailing in her wake. The final try of the half came from Susie, who made a breakaway run from the halfway line up the wing with two players in hot pursuit, however she held them off long enough to get the ball over the line. At half time the score was 43-0, an impressive start for South Sussex.

Right from the whistle at half time we attacked, and were constantly up on them pressing home the advantage. Our forwards were working hard in the scrums and winning the ball at almost every opportunity. This resulted in two further solo break away tries from Martha and Cassie. By this time the opposition were starting to tire giving us the advantage. Cassie ran half the length of the pitch with only Maia (who was playing for the opposition) chasing her when the ball was fumbled and dropped in the tackle metres from the line.  Great support from Rachel allowed her to scoop up the ball and deliver it over the line to yield the tenth try of the game. South continued to play well giving everything they had and with some skilful passing, strong running lines and excellent support play , Liz ran in the final try from half way up the field

A special mention must go to Faye for her outstanding kicking and scoring 9 out of 12 conversions! (Rumour has it that she was eating fizzy apple rings, so maybe the rest of the team need to get some too!). Also a big thanks to Zoe and Maia both of whom played an amazing game for the opposition, but  maybe taking down a few too many of our players!  (Report by Rachel Titheradge)
Final Result: SSB 78 - 0 Mitcham
(Tries: Martha Gosney 3, Rachel Titheradge 3, Cassie Larcombe 2, Ellie Woolcott, Susie Barden, 
            Liz Roe, Faye Kirby 1 + 9 conversions )  
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16.11.08: U18 - H3/SSB v Welwyn Saints
The H3/South Sussex Barbarians U18 rugby side are having to work hard to keep up with the opposition in the Surrey league this season. With most of the team playing their first season at U18 the games have been a steep learning curve for the girls.  They were well beaten by an experienced Welwyn side at Lewes but were still able to demonstrate some good rugby. 
Result: SSB/H3 0 - 71 Welwyn Saints [image: Edit Text]
12.10.08: U15s - SSB v Beckenham v H3
After losing a number of players at the end season, including 3 of our most experienced players to the U18s, the South Sussex Barbarian U15 team faced their first fixture of the season in a three-way match with H3 and Beckenham with 5 new players, including 4 of whom had never played a competitive club game of rugby. 
SSB v Beckenham:
The first match was played against Beckenham and it soon became evident that although the Barbarians were physically smaller they were better organised and more skilful, with the forwards winning the majority of the scrums and the backs showing some superb running lines and support play.  Despite having an experimental line up, the Barbarians moulded well into a team and some great tackling, quick thinking and great individual runs resulted 5 tries being scored, although only one of which was converted.  If there was a negative aspect to our play, it was the failure of the Barbarians to secure the ball sufficiently well at the breakdowns, allowing Beckenham to steal the ball and indeed it was this which led to Beckenham’s try.

Final result:SSB 27 - 5  Beckenham 
(Tries: Cassie Larcombe, Martha Gosney, Rachel Titheradge, Faye Kirby, Ellie Woolcott.  Conversion: Faye Kirby)

SSB v H3:
The second game was against old rivals H3.  Although the Barbarians were more than a match for H3 in the centre of the pitch, they appeared to have no defence against the very strong running of H3 winger Georgia Gray and full back, Debs Harwood, who ran in 3 tries with 2 conversions before half time, without any response from the Barbarians.  To their credit, the Barbarians were not despondent by the score and came out in the second half and managed to nullify the probing runs from the H3 backs by aggressive tackling making it a much more even game.  The Barbarians continued to press H3 hard, spending a lot of time in the opposition’s half and were rewarded by two excellent team tries and a conversion to one try for H3.  This was a great resilient team display by the Barbarians, with our new players all making an excellent contribution throughout. The only black spot in the game was an injury to Liz Roe, which resulted in a hairline fracture in her wrist.  We all wish her well and hope to see her back soon.

Final result: SSB 12 - 24  H3 
(Tries: Harriet Dunn, Susie Barden.  Conversion: Faye Kirby) [image: Edit Text]
12.10.08: SSB/H3 v Gravesend
Battling Barbarians make it tough for Gravesend
After the rain and gales of last week the U18 girls from South Sussex and H3 Barbarians Rugby teams proved they are a side for all weathers when they fought a determined battle against Gravesend on Sunday in sunshine and heat more suited to sunbathing.  In only their second game together, the girls quickly showed the Kent side that they were a force to be reckoned with, scoring from their first possession of the game to take a 7 –0 lead within three minutes of play.  Gravesend were quick to respond to level the scores and throughout the first quarter the lead changed hands several times as the H3/South Sussex girls continued to demonstrate superior speed with several break-away tries from inside their own half. Gravesend used their height and weight advantage to good effect in close play but consistently strong tackling,   determined defence, and the greater pace and agility of the Barbarian backs resulted in the Gravesend team being only one try ahead at full-time.  The final score of 49 – 64 reflected the Kent sides’ ability to convert their tries.  (Report by Bridget Baker)
 
Final Score:  SSB/H3  49 – 64  Gravesend
(Tries: Barbara Cook, Katie Bauer (3) Nina Crowther (4) Molly Byrne
Conversions: Katie Bauer, Molly Byrne) [image: Edit Text]
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05.10.08: SSB/H3 v Ellingham & Wimborne
On a very windy and wet Sunday afternoon at Hellingly the H3/South Sussex U18 girls played their first match of the season against last years undefeated champions Wimbourne. The home sided started well matching Wimbourne and giving away few opportunities to their more experienced opposition. However as the half progressed Wimbourne gradually gained the upper hand and their superior strength began to tell scoring four tries as the half progressed.

In the second half the home team grew in confidence, holding Wimbourne at bay for long periods and they should have made this pressure tell as they camped on the opposition 5 metre line. However a quick turnover ball won by Wimbourne led to a breakaway try effectively ending the contest. The H3/South Sussex team never gave up and the experience gained should prove invaluable to them in the coming season.
 
Final score: SSB/H3 0 - 34 Ellingham & Wimborne
( SSB/H3: Katie Baurer, Babs Cook, Kat Cook, Nina Crowther, Becky Joslin, Harri Neesam, Steph Walter, Leanne Brown,Yas Eager, Molly Byrne, Lizzie Francis, Laura Baker )
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04.10.08: U18s Exhibition Match- SSB/H3 v Central Weald
On Saturday as part of Brighton Rugby clubs 140th celebrations the South Sussex/H3 U18 girls played a short exhibition game against girls from Central Weald in an effort to promote girls rugby in Sussex. With many Sussex clubs now increasingly devoting time and effort to developing girls teams the girls game in Sussex continues to grow and flourish. Representing South Sussex/H3 were :
Harri Neesam, Yas Eager, Kayleigh Leaney, Nina Crowther, Kat Cook
Taylor Coade, Laura Baker, Becky Joslin, and Katie Baurer
 
Final score: SSB/H3 45 - 15 Central Weald Dragons [image: Edit Text]
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